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Abstract: Child labour is one of the global issues occupying the forefront of 
national development agendas. While the traditionalist believe it is capable 
of augmenting family income for family upkeep and serves as alternative 
means of livelihood, it is adjudged in this modern era as impediment to child 
schooling, violation of child rights, engenders vicious cycle of poverty, and 
deprivation in health and social status. The study therefore investigated the 
predictors of children‟s involvement in child labour, its impact on school 
enrolment and quality of education in Nigeria. It employed only quantitative 
research technique. The respondents were selected using purposive and 
accidental sampling techniques. The opinion of 130 working children 
(between the ages of 5 and 14) were sought about the likely predictors for 
working and its impact on schooling. The findings from the study revealed 
that there are significant relationships between parents‟ educational 
attainment, parent‟s occupation and the practice of child labour (X2 = 25.89, 
P = 0.0001). The study attributed poor school performance as an adverse 
effect of child labour as indicated by the working school children. The study 
concludes that parents must take responsibility for their children while 
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government enforces laws against child labour and the implementation of 
free compulsory education for all children. 
Keywords:  work status, schooling, child labour, push factors 
 
Introduction 
In recent years, child labour has grown 
in many developing countries in the 
face of rising campaign against it. The 
Nigerian child is the direct victim of 
the low purchasing power of his or her 
parents. For every nation, the value of 
its citizens is key to the development 
and stability of that nation. Nigeria, as 
a developing nation seeks to attain the 
goal of development but illiteracy 
remain a major problem that needs to 
be tackled. The issue of child labour 
currently occupies frontline in 
developmental agenda and represents 
serious impediment against family and 
societal development (International 
Labour Organization and 
Understanding Children‟s Work 
(UCW), 2010). In 2000 alone, about 
211 million children between the ages 
of five and fourteen years (5-14) were 
engaged in various economic activities 
around the world (International Labour 
Organization (ILO), 2000; 
International Program on the 
Elimination of Child Labor (IPEC) 
and Statistical Information and 
Monitoring Program on Child Labour 
(SIMPOC), 2002).  Out of this 
magnitude, only 2.5 million, or 1.4 
percent of child laborers resided in 
developed economies, the rest were 
from developing nations of which 
Nigeria play a dominant role (Bass 
2004; ILO, IPEC and SIMPOC, 2002). 
Specifically, among the developing 
countries, sub-Saharan Africa has the 
highest percentage of child labour 
participation (Bass, 2004).   ILO, 
(2008) and Dickson (2014) estimated 
that about 25% of Nigeria‟s 80 million 
children under the age of 14 are 
involved in child labour.  Recently, the 
CNN World‟s Child Labour Index also 
featured Nigeria amongst the top 10 
worst countries for child labour and 
most of the common jobs censored are 
street hawking and street 
begging/roaming (Aja-Nwachuku, 
2008). 
 
In Nigeria, children are seen as 
precious and innocent, but seldom in 
terms of their economic worth 
(Adekeye, 2008). While the magnitude 
of the children involved might not be 
too terrifying in a populous country 
like Nigeria, the risk of exposure to 
abuses (physical, mental) including 
sexual harassment is worrisome 
(Amoo, Adetoro & Olawole-Isaac, 
2013). A child is traditionally believed 
to be a product of a lawful marriage 
that is still subject to the control and 
direction of the parents.  In the 
common law, a child denotes one who 
has not attained the age of 18 years 
(Constitution of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria, 1979; UNICEF, 2009).  In 
most developing countries, this 
category of population are usually 
prevented from enjoying universal set 
of recognition, subjected to parental 
rules, sometimes the parents (or the 
society where they live) withhold 
some privileges from them and 
exposed them to some forms of human 
degradation.  A child like every other 
citizen in a country has the right to life 
and cannot be deprived intentionally 
of his life except in execution of the 
sentence of a court in respect of a 
criminal offence of which he has been 
found guilty.  However, the prevalence 
  11 
Mofoluwake P. Ajayi, et al                                                                                                     CIJP (2017) 2(2) 10-21 
 
of child labour in society could be 
ascribed to neglect of responsibilities 
on the part of parents and even the 
governments.    
There have been several initiatives to 
discourage child labour in virtually all 
countries of the world. This ranges 
from outright ban to punishments 
against the perpetrators, including 
constitutional supports.  The ILO 
convention which deal with incidents 
of child labour, including the Child 
Rights Act, the National Agency for 
Trafficking in Persons, Elimination of 
Discrimination against Women and 
Girls, Compulsory Free Universal 
Basic Education Act of 2004, the 
Mineral and Mining Act 2007 which 
prohibits a child for participating in 
mine work, to mention but few. 
Despite numerous intervention 
strategies by governments, non-
governmental organisations and other 
stakeholders at both national and 
international levels, which are tailored 
towards increasing child‟s enrolment 
in school, child labour has not abated 
in sub-Sahara Africa especially in 
Nigeria. The study is therefore 
designed to investigate the 
preponderance of children in economic 
activity and its effects on school 
enrolment and quality of the education 
among the children in Nigeria. It will 
also share understanding on child 
labour phenomenon and help in 
identifying suitable and practicable 
policy approach in addressing the 
issue. 
 
Literature Review  
Major causes of child labour ranges 
from poverty, rapid urbanization, 
family breakdown, dropout in schools 
and lack of enforcement of legal 
instruments meant to protect the rights 
of children. Traditionally, children 
used to work with their families 
especially at homes and farms.  Today, 
this has been extended to „forced‟ 
labour and working for their own 
survival and in some cases the family 
exigencies push to push children into 
work so as to supplement family 
income (Ajayi, 2011; Bass, 2004; 
Binder & Sorgin, 1999; Crosson, 
2008; Luster & Okagaki, 1993). In this 
regard, they are likely to suffer from 
fatigue, irregular attendance at school, 
lack of comprehension and motivation, 
improper socialization and perhaps 
indulge in risky behaviour and crime. 
While studies have not denied the 
involvement of children in child 
labour, few studies have indicated that 
situation is more peculiar to children 
of the poor families who would need 
to supplement family incomes and 
compensate for economic 
discrepancies in society (Ajayi, 2011; 
Bass, 2004; Binder & Sorgin, 1999; 
Crosson, 2008; Luster & Okagaki, 
1993).  Child labour is directly linked 
to the well being of children and the 
future of any nation. In poverty-ridden 
environment, it cannot be strange to 
see parents reneging in their 
responsibilities and consider or utilize 
the children as assets or helping hands 
in their professions (Roby, 2011).  
Parents often send their children as 
housemaids, restaurant attendants and 
collect the wage to sustain them. 
Sometimes, they serve with wealthy 
individuals in the society who 
magnanimously finance their 
education but in most cases on part-
time basis.  Children could also be 
compelled to fend for themselves and 
thereby involve in one business or the 
other (e.g. street hawking) in order to 
meet up with ends meet like school 
12 
Mofoluwake P. Ajayi, et al                                                                                                     CIJP (2017) 2(2) 10-21 
 
fees, food, and other basic necessities 
of life for the family members.   
According to a UNICEF report in 
2006, 64 percent of Nigeria children 
are street vendors, 13 percent are 
beggars, and almost 23 percent are 
scavengers, car washers, feet washers 
or shoe shiners.  Those who are 
working in semi-public and private 
places are either apprentice or 
domestic servants.  Till date there has 
not been visible change in this 
scenario (ILO-IPEC, 2014; UNICEF, 
2006).  Northern Nigeria has always 
being the cynosure. The region 
recorded the highest rate of school 
dropouts in the world (IMF, 2012) and 
higher proportion of this figure live on 
streets.  These children are popularly 
tagged as „Almajiris‟ - meaning street 
urchins.  The terms also imply Quranic 
learners who beg for alms, who harass 
innocent non-Muslims and ever ready 
for battle people of different faith 
(Okugbeni, 2013).  Apart from 
Northern Nigeria, other states within 
the country records children who live 
or work on the streets to make ends 
meet for their respective families.  The 
country is generally bedeviled with 
low human development indices of 
school enrolment notwithstanding the 
level of the country‟s Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP).  Child labour is 
essentially exploitative and injurious 
to the physical, social, cognitive and 
moral development of the child.   
In urban centers in Nigeria, it is very 
common to see children working as 
carpenters, motor mechanics, 
vulcanizers, welders, bus conductors, 
and domestic servants, just to mention 
a few  (Okafor 2000; Tade, 2010). 
When children work as wage earners 
outside the homes to survive and 
supplement the family incomes, it may 
solve some family economic problems 
but create new ones both for children 
and the society, at large. 
The menace of child labour is 
therefore a concern to the government, 
policy-makers and other members of 
the public. There are incessant 
agitations from innumerable pro-
children rights organisations. In 
accordance with the United Nations‟ 
Convention on the Rights of Children, 
the Federal Military Government in 
Nigeria in 1994 also drafted decrees 
aimed at enhancing the status of 
children and freeing them from all 
manners of exploitation by adult 
members of the society (Oyekunle, 
1994).  There are also bye-laws/edicts 
by various local and State 
governments outlawing street hawking 
and involvement of children in such 
activities. This also includes official 
forcible seizure and confiscation of 
goods and wares. Notwithstanding, 
child labour and street children are 
visibly challenges of Nigeria like most 
countries in sub-Saharan Africa 
region.  
Data and Methods  
The study adopted quantitative 
research approach and data were 
collected through structured face-to-
face interviews among 130 children 
(identified) working in market, motor 
parks and those that are hawking on 
the highways.  Using the minimum 
age of entry into the basic education in 
Nigeria, only children who are 7 years 
older were selected for this study.  
They were selected following a simple 
random technique. Based on the fact 
that children are the target 
respondents, the survey questionnaire 
was mostly closed ended and were 
read out to them for easy response.  
There was no accessible sampling 
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frame for street children neither did we 
find the same for working children as 
at the time of this survey.  Lagos state 
was purposively selected owing to its 
representativeness of the all states in 
the federation and also as the 
commercial capital of Nigeria and the 
largest urban centre.  The state was 
also chosen due to proximity and cost.  
Data gathered were analysed using 
univariate and Chi-Square statistics. 
While the univariate give descriptive 
information about the variables 
selected, the chi-square was employed 
to test the significant association 
between schooling and involvement in 
child labour. 
 
Results 
Socio-demography characteristics 
and labour experience of the 
respondents 
The findings revealed that 36.2 percent 
of the respondents are male 63.8% 
represents the proportion for female 
respondents. The study respondents 
were between ages 5 and 15 years.  
The mean age is 10 years.  The result 
revealed those how are in five year 
older and below are 4.6%, 13.1 
percent were in the category of 6-7 
years age group as shown in Table 1. 
The proportion in age groups (8-10 
years) and (11-13 years) were 35.7 and 
37.7 percent respectively. The last age 
group (14-15 years) only represents 
9.2 percent of the total sample 
population. More than two-third of the 
sample population was not in school 
while almost one out of every three 
children are school children (Table 1). 
The educational qualification indicated 
that 36.9 percent have not had any 
form of formal education, 38.5 percent 
have had secondary education and 
below while only 24.6 percent had 
above secondary education. 
 
Although, the labour experience varied 
with ages of the respondents, the result 
revealed that relatively more than half 
of the respondents have been 
experiencing child labour for over four 
years. The proportion that had been on 
the street for three years and below is 
36.2 percent while 6.2 percent 
indicated they have been working for 
over seven years.  The specific nature 
of work done or involved also varied.  
These activities range from hawking to 
domestic services.  The result of the 
analysis revealed that 49.2 percent of 
the sampled population engaged as 
apprentices with mechanic (16.2%), 
tailoring (15.4%) and carpentry 
(17.7%). The proportion engaged as 
hawkers (i.e. roving street traders) is 
30.0 percent while almost one out of 
every child interviewed is a domestic 
servant.  
Cursory observations revealed the 
perspective of parent towards child 
labour. Qualitative evidence indicated 
that majority of the parents were of the 
opinion that child labour is not strange 
in the community and that it has 
positive connotations especially when 
consider the economic status of the 
families where they came from.  While 
certain proportion of the parents 
believe that children should be able to 
fend for themselves rather becoming 
burden to the family.  Others in this 
school of thought also indicated that 
selling makes children more 
independent, responsible, sometimes 
improves their numerate skills and in 
the management of funds. 
Notwithstanding, few of the parents 
considered child labour as a product of 
circumstance that emerged due to poor 
economic conditions of the country.  
This group was of the opinion that if 
parents were economically 
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comfortable, their children will not be 
exposed to such activities.  Parents in 
this school of thought acknowledged 
the inherent dangers of child labour 
which include exposure to harassment, 
accident or kidnapping especially in an 
environment where ritual killers 
abound.   
Table 1. Background information and street labour experience of respondents. 
 
Age Group Frequency % 
Less than 5 years 6 4.6 
6-7 years 17 13.1 
8-10 years 46 35.4 
11-13 years 49 37.7 
14-15 years 12 9.2 
Total 130 100 
Mean age = 10 years   
Gender   
Male 47 36.2 
Female 83 63.8 
Total 130 100.0 
Schooling status   
Children in School 36 27.7 
Children not in School 94 72.3 
Total 130 100 
Educational Qualification   
Primary 32 24.6 
Secondary 18 13.9 
No form of Education 48 36.9 
Other forms of Education 32 24.6 
Total 130 100 
Street  (working) Experience   
1-3 years 47 36.2 
4-6 years 75 57.7 
7-9 years 4 3.1 
10 years and above 4 3.1 
Total 130 100.0 
Types of Job   
Hawking 39 30.0 
Mechanic 21 16.2 
Tailoring 20 15.4 
Carpentry 23 17.7 
Domestic Services 27 20.8 
Total 130 100.0 
Source: Authors complilation 
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Parental background and children 
Involvement in child labour 
Table 1 depicts the occupational 
distribution among the parents of the 
respondents.  The chart revealed that 
13.8 percent of the parents were 
unemployed as reported by the 
children, 16.9 percent were traders, 
19.2 percent were into farming, 18.5 
as artisans, 21.5 percent worked as 
employees in the government 
establishment while 10 percent of the 
children could not state categorically 
where their parent were working or the 
nature of their work.  On the art of the 
respondents, several reasons were 
given for their involvement in child 
labour. 
 
While there are several socio-
economic indices to measure parents‟ 
status, only education, occupation and 
living arrangement were used in this 
study in order to underscore why their 
children are involved in labour.  
Income measurement was dropped due 
to perceived incorrectness of reported 
earnings and the sensitivity attached to 
it.  Besides, majority of the parents of 
children interviewed could not be 
traced.  As shown in fig 1, the 
education attribute indicated that one 
out of every five of the parents (20%) 
had no formal education.  26.9 percent 
had only primary education while 36.9 
percent reported that they had 
secondary level of education.  The 
proportion that had attained higher 
level of education was only 6.2 
percent.  Overall, 63.8 percent had 
below tertiary education. 
 
The study also investigated the reasons 
why the respondents are involved in 
labour considering their ages and 
knowing (though conventionally) that 
they suppose to be in school.  As 
illustrated by the chart (fig. 2), 22.3 
percent indicated that they are 
involved due to poverty and the need 
for sustenance. 18.5 percent claimed it 
is due to the lost of their parents, about 
16.2 percents revealed that they 
resorted to labour because their parent 
could not afford the cost of schooling 
(such as school fees, transportation to 
the school due to distance and so on). 
Others indicated they engaged in 
economic activities because they want 
to save money for their schooling 
since parents/relations could not assist 
them.  In addition, few of the 
respondents are only in the activity 
due to instruction from parents while 
6.9 percent were unable to explain 
why they were doing the work.   
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Child involvement in labour and 
likelihood of going to school 
The first hypothesis tested the 
relationship between involvement in 
labour and probability of going to 
school.  This invariable confirm the 
influence of child labour on school 
attendance.  The effect of child labour 
on child‟s schooling was examined in 
other to test the hypothesis. The result 
revealed that 27.7% were in school 
and 72.3% were not attending school. 
However, to test if there is a 
relationship between child labour and 
probability of a child involved in child 
labour not schooling, chi-square 
statistical tool was used, the result 
revealed a significant relationship at 
X2=25.89, degree of freedom =1 and p 
value <0.05. This implies that there is 
a probability that a child involved in 
child labour will not school.  
 
Children who do not attend school will 
be prone to various dangers that like 
sexual exploitation, drug abuse, 
maltreatment, neglect, they also suffer 
psychological and physiological 
challenges. There is also a high likely 
hood of being involved in crime and 
this is detrimental to the future of the 
nation with increased crime rate from 
children who suffer from lack of 
motivation and improper socialization.  
Child labour should be replaced with 
education. Illiteracy and child labour 
feed each other, street children are 
generally deprived of their right to 
education, and this has been observed 
from the results above. We can 
observe that the majority of children 
involved in child labour are illiterate 
and have either never been enrolled, or 
have dropped out of the formal 
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education system. If we refer to 
children as the leaders of tomorrow, 
we cannot afford to leave them as 
illiterates, based on the fact that 
development evolves from human 
intelligence that would bring about 
positive changes.
  
Table 2. Chi-square showing relationship between child labour and likelihood of going to school. 
Summary of Chi-Square Obs Exp X2 df Sig 
Children attending school 36 65  
25.89* 
 
1 
 
<.0001 Children not attending school 94 65 
Total 130 130 
Source:  
 
Discussion 
Observation from the study portrays 
child labour as the involvement of 
under aged in economic activities 
either on full time basis or part-time 
and not necessarily on paid jobs but 
also in unpaid family services.  The 
age range used in this study is 5-14, 
which is in consonance with the 
conventional ILO definition of child 
labour (World Bank, 2015).  The 
estimated mean age of the sampled 
population is 10 years, the age that 
marks the beginning of teenage years 
and that majority of the observed 
respondents were out of school.  This 
by implication means these children 
will enter their teenage years fending 
for himself or herself, probably 
without education or security.   
 
While the global number of children in 
child labour has declined considerably 
especially in some advanced economy, 
clear direction cannot be said of 
Nigeria due especially to paucity of 
data.  Global declined was estimated 
to be from 246 million in 2000 to 168 
million children in 2013 but despite 
this, the situation in Sub-Saharan 
Africa is quite at variance with global 
trends.  Till date, the region has the 
highest incidence of child labour (59 
million i.e. over 21%) though the 
nature of the job varied.  Simply put, 
the categories of works the children 
are exposed to in sub-Saharan Africa 
is different from what is available in 
other continents. While Nigerian 
children in economic activities indulge 
in domestic services, apprenticeships, 
family unpaid works including 
farming, some countries have children 
soldiers and slaves (International 
Labour Organization and 
Understanding Children‟s Work, 
2010).  The bulk of child labour is 
inherent in the informal economy 
though with somewhat intangible 
proportion in the services sector (54 
million) and formal industry (12 
million) (International Labour 
Organization [ILO] and Understanding 
Children‟s Work [UCW], 2010).  . 
 
From the study, research findings 
revealed a relationship between the 
occupational status of parents and 
child labour. Parents with high 
occupational status will not engage 
their children in child labour (Blunch 
& Verner, 2000). Parent‟s illiteracy 
limits their earning potential, causing 
  18 
Mofoluwake P. Ajayi, et al                                                                                                     CIJP (2017) 2(2) 10-21 
 
their children to work to supplement 
their families‟ incomes.  Secondly, in 
the bid to find out parents role in child 
labour, it was revealed that parents or 
guardians with low occupational status 
engage children and wards in labour to 
augment family income. Additionally, 
some parents that were nearby while 
children responded to questions stated 
that they had no choice but to indulge 
their children in labour for survival. 
Majority of the respondents suggested 
that the government should assist 
parents by providing better job 
opportunities, so that they can access 
basic education.  
 
On the role of the justice system and 
the society on emphasizing the 
dangers of child labour, findings show 
that laws have been ruled against 
trading and other forms of child labour 
but are yet to be implemented. These 
laws are mostly in commercial areas 
where you find staff of agencies that 
implement these laws, but not in areas 
where the respondents of this research 
reside and in other parts of the 
country.  
 
From the profile of the children 
interviewed, it can be conjectured that 
lack of basic education is prominent 
factor that engender child labour and 
could be impediment to human 
capacity building and development as 
a whole.  If the general perception that 
children are the heritage of tomorrow 
or potential future builders or leaders 
is factual, then their rights or access to 
education must be guaranteed. It is 
generally agreed that children are the 
future generation, the leaders of 
tomorrow and the potential flag 
bearers of any nation. Therefore, to 
carry out these duties, the child 
therefore has certain rights that must 
be protected and not trampled upon or 
denied. However, the perspective of 
certain segment of the parents seems 
to be different. The position child 
labour is a product of economic 
challenges and that children should be 
capable of struggling for the means of 
livelihood seems not modern and 
contradicts education for all principle 
and reduction of poverty in the post 
millennium agenda. The intervention 
of governments and enlightenment 
campaign could be helpful to curbing 
the problem of child labour both in 
Nigeria and sub-Saharan Africa as a 
whole. 
 
Conclusion and Policy 
Recommendations 
The study carefully examined the 
various predictors that lead to the 
prevalence of child labour. The study 
provided answers to the question why 
are still there so many children 
involving in street trading despite all 
measures to reduce or ban them. 
Parents should be discouraged from 
transferring or extending the necessity 
to generate income to children 
considering their ages. The success of 
compulsory universal primary 
education lies with the parents who are 
in custody of the children and should 
be made to take responsibility for the 
school enrolment of their wards. The 
study provided knowledge 
surrounding the nature and challenges 
of child labour in Nigeria in an attempt 
for proffering solution the cankerworm 
of child labour. The report specifically 
highlighted the characteristics of the 
children in economic activities and x-
rayed the array of factors contributing 
to child labour in Nigeria. It is 
therefore behoove on the governments 
to intensify efforts against child 
labour. Affordable schools are 
indispensable in curbing the menace of 
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children involvement in economic 
activities while employment 
opportunity can also act as succor for 
enmeshed poverty in the location of 
study and Nigeria as a whole. Thus, 
public enlightenment through mass 
media on the opportunity inherent in 
child education and the dangers of 
child labour is essential. This has 
potential of increasing school 
enrolment rate and literacy level in 
Nigeria as well overall future 
development. 
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